
Waddells Receive Sauer Award 
at Annual Luncheon

More than 200 community members 
gathered together on August 21st 
to celebrate great philanthropy in our 
community at Kenmure Country Club 
for our Annual Luncheon. 

The luncheon included highlights of our 
past fiscal year, an inspirational keynote 
address by retired president of The 
Duke Endowment Gene Cochrane, and 
the announcement of the recipients of 
the 2019 Richard C. and Vina L. Sauer 
Charitable Leadership Award.

CFHC President/CEO McCray V. 
Benson took a moment to remember 
the lives of beloved community 
members and CFHC Board Members, 
Tom Darnall and Patricia Jones. “Tom 
and Pat were always thoughtful and 
willing to participate in building an even 
better community,” said Benson. “They 
have now passed the torch that we 
must carry forward.” Outgoing Board 
Members Senator Chuck Edwards 
and Shirley McGee were thanked for 
their leadership and service to the 
organization. Marilyn Gordon, Bill Hale, 
Matthew Henry, and Edward Rowe 
were recognized as new members of 
the Board of Directors.

Board member Caroline Gunther shared 
updates on community conversations 
surrounding food insecurity that CFHC 
has been helping to convene with key 
“safety-net” service providers. The goal 
is to help determine what would help 
get the service providers to the next 
level of capacity so that they’re able 
to serve clients’ needs for food and 
address the underlying causes of their 
food insecurity. 

“We will continue helping provider 
groups build bridges and create strong 
links to the next level,” stated Caroline. 
“As our community progresses, 
one measure of success we believe 
possible is to see a reduction in food 
insecurities. We are committed to 
helping our community find this new 
level of success in seeing needs 
decrease over time.”

Keynote speaker Gene Cochrane 
shared insight on how philanthropy 
benefits each generation, and how 
giving can become a defining element 
of who we are and who we want to be. 

“Be positive, and you can help. You 
can make a difference,” Gene said. 
“We must be willing to take risks and 
willing to accept the necessity of failure. 
We must uphold the highest ethical 
standards, embrace transparency, and 
hold ourselves – and one another – 
accountable for doing so.” 

The grand finale of the event 
was presenting the Community 
Foundation’s highest award, the 
Richard C. and Vina L. Sauer Charitable 

Leadership Award. Named for the 
Sauers, the award exemplifies the 
generosity of a husband and wife team 
who supported many local charities 
during their lifetimes and then left the 
first $1 million unrestricted gift to the 
Community Foundation by bequest. 
Their endowment, along with other 
gifts, provides resources to numerous 
causes throughout Henderson County.

Hall and Sonja Waddell were honored 
with the 2019 Sauer Charitable 
Leadership Award. “The 2019 Sauer 
Award recipients come from a family 
with roots now encompassing a 
breadth of five generations across 
our community’s heart and history,” 
said CFHC Board Member and Sauer 
Recognition Committee Chair Stan 
Duncan during the presentation. “The 
Waddells are a bridge connecting the 
past to the present and are continuing 
to be pivotal influencers in health, 
education, business, religious life, and 
are always cognizant of the quality of 
life in Henderson County.”

The Waddell family has been 
instrumental in growing the Community 
Foundation of Henderson County since 
its inception. They selflessly contribute 
of their time, talent and treasure to 
multiple agencies in Henderson County 
and beyond. Hall Waddell served on 
the Community Foundation’s Board 
of Directors in CFHC’s infancy and 
continued service in a variety of 
capacities from 1983 to 2010. 

Sauer Award Winners are distinguished 
philanthropic leaders in our community. 
Past recipients can be found on our 
website at cfhcforever.org/SauerAward.
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Community Initiatives

• Food Insecurity - This summer, CFHC gathered local “safety-net” service providers to begin community conversations 
surrounding food insecurity. Conversations are continuing with a broader group of participants with the goal of 
determining ways to move service providers to the next level of capacity so they are able to serve clients’ needs for food 
and address the underlying causes of their food insecurity.  

• Animal Welfare - Local animal welfare organizations are collaborating and meeting at least yearly to strategize and 
elevate services for homeless pets, spay and neuter services, low cost public vaccinations, assistance with emergency 
vet care and pet food availability to low income individuals and home bound seniors. A cooperative agreement exists 
between all organizations that any stray, lost or unclaimed pet be placed with the Henderson County Animal Shelter 
resulting in referral and search efficiency, faster reunification and lessened public health safety concerns.  

• Leadership and Diversity - We are working with the community to seek, listen and pull together 
opportunities for diverse engagement and participation of neighborhoods and areas, across 
generations, throughout Henderson County. 
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$15,000.......Will and Deni McIntyre Foundation
to help support David Holt’s State of Music Season 5

$15,000.......Flat Rock Playhouse
to help support The Clarity Project that includes upgrades to the theatre’s stage monitoring/audience 
listening devices, lighting system, and sound console

$9,700.......Wingate University Hendersonville
to provide support for Wingate University Hendersonville’s Early Scholars Program, equipping students 
with the necessary tools and knowledge to pursue a career in pharmacy

To learn more about the projects these grants supported, please contact us at 828.697.6224.

First Quarter Community Grant Awards

Save the Date

Community Grants Deadline:
December 1, 2019

Perry N. Rudnick Endowment Fund 
Letters of Intent Deadline:
January 1, 2020

Vintage Carolina:
March 2, 2020

Vintage Carolina brings community together to celebrate giving 
while featuring top food artisans paired with fine wines and beer 
from local distributors. Through the generosity of donors, Community 
Foundation is able to grant more than $4.4 million dollars to support 
meaningful causes. Please make plans to join us as we celebrate our 
community’s philanthropic spirit at Vintage Carolina. 


